AMSA and changes that affect us
Certificate of Operation
· [bookmark: _GoBack]AMSA is now the regulator (taken over from MSQ)
· MSQ is the frontline agency until July 2017
· We have never been registered as a commercial vessel before. Now we are through the Certificate of Operation. There is a registration number for each boat – five numbers ending in a Q (for example 23456Q) to be displayed on each side 100 mm high.
· Cert of Operation is issued for the next 5 years (free if you applied before 30 June 2016)
 Resource Allocation Authority
· Is issued by the State Dept Ag., Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF) – previously DPI
· It gives us our J numbers (completely separate to the Cert of Operation)
· Both numbers have to be displayed.
Recreational vessel registration:
· A commercial vessel CANNOT be recreationally registered as well.
· If you want to use your vessel recreationally just put it in the log before you use it
AMSA Administrative Levy
· $69 per vessel metre, then $90 then $110 in 3 years’ time.
· A cost over and above other costs associated with registration
· See AMSA website for the ‘Fee Levy Consultation’ document
· I urge you to take it up with your local federal member
Manning Certificates
· For existing vessels under 6 metres (Exemption 23)
· RSML
· For existing vessels over 6 metres and up to 12 metres
· Cox’n or Exemption 38

· For new vessels under 12 metres and existing vessels 6-12 metres (Ex 38)
· Smooth waters
· Daylight only
· Around the lease
· To and from a nearby boat ramp
· Within 2 miles of shore
· Complete 3 units (regs, vessel handling & seamanship)
· This may become the Cox’n 3 certificate

· Otherwise get a Cox’n 2 certificate (see details for Ballina TAFE course below


Safety Equipment (AMSA Part G Table 2) – just the first column (not 2 and 3)
sheltered waters – comprising designated smooth and partially smooth waters 	(Moreton Bay)
Flares:
· Smooth waters – within ½ mile of shore or south of a line from Cleveland Pt to Amity  – no flares required
· Partially smooth – 2 hand held red + 2 orange smoke 
Life jackets
· One for each person on board
An anchor
A fire extinguisher
A first aid kit
A bailer or bilge pump
Waterproof torch

A radio is not required but a means of communication is recommended eg phone

Safety Management System (SMS)
The new legislation requires us to have an SMS to minimise risk and improve operational safety. There is a sample on the AMSA website. Put AMSA SMS 3E into google. Follow the sample one  – you can’t go wrong
· We are Class 3 vessels, area of operation is D (partially smooth) or E (smooth)(ie 3D or 3E)
· Read the whole thing on SMS’s. They are an important document for your operation.
Cox’n course available at Ballina TAFE
Ballina TAFE will run the Coxswain 2 course for $500 
The required units are:
	MARF001
	Apply basic survival skills in the event of vessel abandonment

	MARF002
	Follow procedures to minimise and fight fires on board a vessel

	MARF004
	Meet work health and safety requirements

	MARI001
	Comply with regulations to ensure safe operation of a vessel up to 12 metres

	MARJ001
	Follow environmental work practices

	MARK001
	Handle a vessel up to 12 metres

	MARN002
	Apply seamanship skills aboard a vessel up to 12 metres

	MARC005
	Operate inboard and outboard motors


The units highlighted in yellow are the old Elements of Shipboard Safety units (not called that any more), have significant practical components and require attendance for probably two days.
The units highlighted in green are units which I believe any of the experienced growers could be signed off under Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL). It makes it easier but doesn’t change the price.
When you have completed the course you have to sit an oral with a MSQ examiner to get your license issued. Seatime is 60 days (less with a task book) and can include recreational time.
Can I stress that these are my thoughts only and I would urge operators to do their own research


